
Gold’s total direct economic contribution 
to annual global GDP = $210 billion

Jewellery

≈$70 billion≈$25 billion

Demand for gold in 2012 > $110 billionRecycled gold

>$38 billion
Technology

≈$4 billion

Gold supply: Economic contribution of gold production in 2012 in 
the 15 largest producing countries estimated to be > $78 billion

Gold mining has a positive effect 
on developing countries

Percentage of total exports in 2012:

36%
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China  $13 billion

United States  $9 billion

Russia  $9 billion

Australia  $9 billion

Peru   $8 billion

South Africa $6 billion

Canada $4 billion

Mexico  $4 billion

Indonesia  $3 billion

Ghana  $3 billion

Uzbekistan  $3 billion

Brazil  $2 billion

Papua New 
Guinea   $2 billion

Argentina  $2 billion 

Tanzania  $2 billion
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$210 billion is equivalent 
to the GDP of:

or

Beijing Republic of Ireland

Generated from recycled 
gold in 2012

Bar and coin 
investment

Source: 'The direct economic impact of gold’, an independent research report by PwC, commissioned by the World Gold Council.

Gross Value Added from...

Gold Mining – Direct Gross 
Value Added (GVA)


